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Economic indicators show significant disparities are growing across

between the haves and have-nots. 

“…Sacramento Region’s leaders must take on the difficult but important 

civic work to assure sustained growth and prosperity.” 

~ Brookings: Charting a Course to the Sacramento Region’s Future Economic Prosperity 



Climate change challenges our commitment to 

achieve equity in health and wellbeing in 

California, as it deepens the need to take actions 

that reduce vulnerabilities and increase resilience 

to climate change in our communities.
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SMUD’s 2030 

Zero Carbon 

Goal to Address 

Climate Change

Climate Change & Equity



Sustainable 
Communities Resource 

Priorities Map

https://usage.smud.org/SustainableCommunities/?_ga=2.167139902.1070011049.1589217273-599471924.1565378877


Federally Designated Census 
Tracts to support affordable 
housing, sustainability and job 
needs.

Opportunity Zones

6



Sacramento Promise 
Zone
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Federal Neighborhood 
Revitalizations Zones in the area’s 
most distressed neighborhoods.



SB 535 state designated areas 
focusing on economically and 
environmentally distressed 
communities 

SB 535 Disadvantaged 
Communities
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Zip Codes where a minimum of 
25% of the population are below 
the poverty line.

Sacramento Poverty Zip 
Codes
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HRSA designated areas with 
higher infant mortality, elderly 
population, and access to medical 
care.

Medically Underserved 
Areas
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Health Equity Index

Be Healthy Sacramento
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Measures the risk of 
environmental stressors as well as 
financial ability and resilience to 
respond to these disasters.

Social Vulnerability 
Index
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Cal Enviroscreen Map evaluates 
census tract that are 
disproportionally burdened by and 
vulnerable to multiple sources of 
pollution.

Environmental Justice
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Neighborhood Focused 
Data
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Data Layers Example:
Tree Canopy

April, 2021 15 Special Board of Directors Meeting



Additional Data Layers

• District/Jurisdictional Boundary Layers

• EV Charging Locations

• Health Organizations

• Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management 

District (SMAQMD) EV Data

• Additional Climate Impact Data

• Tree Canopy

• Free or Reduced Price Meals (FRPM) 

School Data

• Transportation

• Food Access

• Digital Access
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Susan Wheeler

(916) 732-6540

susan.wheeler@smud.org

https://www.smud.org/en/Corporate/Landing/Sustainable-
Communities

https://usage.smud.org/SustainableCommunities/?_ga=2.13753
783.1275316611.1668531965-070dacc5-10d3-4524-aff9-

a363eb690cf3
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https://www.smud.org/en/Corporate/Landing/Sustainable-Communities
https://usage.smud.org/SustainableCommunities/?_ga=2.13753783.1275316611.1668531965-070dacc5-10d3-4524-aff9-a363eb690cf3

